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Vietnam War Remains L6J Achilles Heel 
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By OSCAR GRIFFIN Preside., Joh „ on , s bi 
(Staies-Item Bureau) appointment as the nation’s 1 
WASHINGTON - The extra- executive. t 0nS 

ordinary appeal by Defense t C]i f f ord asked North Vietnam 
Secretary Clark M. Clifford on *° agree to begin the troop with- 
w C ; I , 1 yr- for an agreement with drawa l within 40 days, then the 
North Vietnam for the mutual axact length of time Johnson 
withdrawal of troops from South had remaining in office. 
Vietnam goes to the heart of On the surface, the President 

appears relaxed and philosphi- 
cal after more than five years 
in the free world’s highest elec- 
tive office. Vietnam, however 
is his Achilles heel. 

HE STILL GETS tied in knots 
over the gritty Southeast Asian 
conflict that has divided the na- 
tion during a period he feels 
could have been the nation’s 
brightest. 

Johnson still worries, right- 

K? 0{ his cities claim, 
that history will judge him 
harsh y because he has not 
brought peace to South Viet- 
nam and has mired America ” 
m a war that caused such a 
deep national breach. 

Still, he tells friends, he prob- 
ably would do the same things 
again, though he might do them 
m a different way. 

THOUGH HE DOUBTS North 
V ^nam will agree to begin 
withdrawing its troops, thus 
blunting his great hope in the 
waning days of his administra- 

r° 4 ’^ 8 f W feels be can 
nnd the key to serious negotia- 
tions with the North Vietnamese 
J in Paris. 

' Another great desire is to 
imake progress on disarma- 
: ment agreements with the So- 
viet Union before he leaves of- 
| fice. 

f _\His private diplomatic sound- 
ings of American allies and the 
j Russians on disarmament talks 
[ f as , raised a spate of rumors 
j that he would meet with top 
/ Kremlin leaders and these have 
S £ aused Johnson some anguish 

- Western European nations it is 
1 understood, have been unequiv- 
r ocal in saying that such a meet- 

- ing should not take place and 
i the rumors have tended to un- 
i dermine European confidence in 
i the President. 


I THUS IT APPEARS that in 
the area of foreign relations 
; Johnson will exit the White 
House in much the same man- 
ner in which he entered it. When 
Johnson succeeded to the presi- 
dency in 1963, political analysts 
harped on his lack of experi- 
ence in foreign relations and 
predicted it would be the weak- 
est link in his administrative 
chain. 

It appears, even tc some now 
serving the President, that the 
critics were correct, though 
those close to Johnson can point 
to some pluses on his side. 

They point specifically to 
American intervention in the 
Dominican Republic as thwart- 
ing a Communist takeover and 
. stabilizing the country. 

J 

; IN ADDITION, these sources 
□ leave the clear indication that 
,]: American involvement had 
of something to do with the coup 
;o that freed Indonesia from the 
r- grip of Communism and gave 
ie the United States a staunch ally 
u ' off the coast of Asia. 

Sn There are other areas of the 
> world where United States in- 
ot fluence has been a force for 
y. good under Johnson’s guidance, 

7 | but the Vietnam war towers in 
u importance over everything 
;r, else. 

of These little-noted efforts out- 
ld ' side Vietnam and Europe, John- 
127 son hopes, will provide him with 
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and hls e[{orts a( . dea 

bercmntrffis will not appear, 
as clumsy or mept as they now 

Besides he believes his legis- 
lative achievements in heafth , 

US UCa S “ d WeIfare * the 
u.b. while the country was en 

Srv 1 ” ^ l0Dgest war in its 
make him ^ than e ™ugh to 
as „ np h “? i° down in history 
as one of the nation’s great 
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